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Group Volunteer Information

BEFORE YOU VOLUNTEER

· We want to do service-oriented teambuilding!  Can my group of 100 people volunteer together?  
Working on a Habitat project is a great way to bring your group together to get to know one another, focus on teamwork, and serve the community while having a great time.  We welcome groups of all kinds to join our work.  

Our primary mission is building decent, affordable homes.  In order to do this most effectively and safely, we must limit the number of volunteers on the construction site.  We schedule groups of 5 – 25 volunteers, based on the number of people we can productively use for each particular stage in the building process.  Larger numbers of people only get in each other’s way, and don’t generally enjoy their experience as much.  If your group is very large, we suggest breaking it into smaller units to volunteer on different days.  

· Can our members work in shorter shifts, instead of all day? 
We ask that all volunteers arrive at 8:15 a.m., and plan to stay until 4:00 p.m.  This allows us to get as much done as possible, since it usually takes a while to train volunteers in the day’s task.  Plus, you will get a better feeling of accomplishment if you put in a full day’s work! 

· What days of the week can we volunteer?  
Our construction site accepts volunteers Tuesday – Saturday, all year.  We encourage groups to sign up during the week when possible, since this is when the need for volunteers is greatest. 

· We can’t wait to get started!  Can my group volunteer in a few weeks?

We are thankful to have so many enthusiastic volunteers.  In general, our construction site is booked with volunteer groups about 2 months in advance.  Please contact volunteer services to determine the next available volunteer days.     
· We’re a family-oriented group.  Can we bring our kids with us?

No one under age 16 is allowed on the site, due to safety and liability laws.

· Our members don’t have any construction experience.  Can we really be much help on a construction site?  

Yes, as long as you are willing to learn, we can use you!  We have trained crew members who each instruct a small team of volunteers on how to do a particular task.  You may leave with a new skill, such as installing drywall or hanging siding. 

· One of our members has back problems, but another has extensive experience with drywall.  What type of work will our group be doing?

We may need your help with anything, including demolition, framing, drywall, painting, landscaping, or cleaning.  Some of these tasks are more exciting and glamorous than others, but all are important.  We ask that you arrive with an open mind, and be prepared to do anything, regardless of your previous experience.  

Volunteers should be aware that many of the jobs on site are physically demanding.  If a volunteer has a minor medical condition that prevents him/her from doing a particular task (such as heavy lifting), he/she may decline if asked to do that.   

· It must cost a lot to buy all of those building supplies and tools.  Do you require us to make a donation when we volunteer?

We encourage all groups to make a financial contribution.  Donations are required for Saturday builds.  Without funds to buy building supplies, our volunteers can’t do any work!  Donations vary widely based on each group’s means – some may ask each participant to contribute a few dollars, while others sponsor an entire home, a $150,000 commitment.  

For companies, the recommended donation for a Team Building opportunity is $5,000-$10,000.  For churches, schools, etc, our recommended donation is $1,000-$5,000. Of course, every group is different and we are committed to working with you to determine the appropriate level for your group.  

A great way to support Habitat is through a fundraiser such as a Build-a-thon.  If you are interested, the Volunteer Services Manager would be happy to help you set up a Build-a-thon.  

If you have specific questions about donations or sponsorships, please direct them to Richard Algra, Development Director, Richard.Algra@dchabitat.org.  Thank you!

YOUR WORK DAY

· Oh no!  It’s raining or snowing.  Does that mean our work day is cancelled?

Our crew works rain or shine.  We’re only closed when DC schools have a snow day. 

· Where do we go?  

Once you have scheduled a work day, the volunteer coordinator will give you directions to the appropriate site.  All sites are in DC.  All are accessible by public transportation, and there is usually plenty of free street parking available.  

· I know we’re going to work up an appetite.  Should we bring lunch?

We encourage your group to bring lunch, although there are fast food places nearby.  Some groups have each participant bring their own lunch, and others provide lunch for the entire group (you’re also welcome to bring extras for our crew, if you’d like!). 

· I’ve never been to that part of town before.  Will we feel safe?

Our crew (of various genders and ethnicities) works here every day, and our homeowners will be living in this community.  We would not put our crew, homeowners, or volunteers in a situation we felt was dangerous.  We recommend that you do not bring valuables, as there is not a secure place on the site to leave them.  Also, please always walk in groups, to and from the construction site. If you need to leave early for any reason, inform you Crew Leader.
· What should we wear? 

Wear comfortable clothes that can get dirty (you might even be painting), and dress appropriately for the weather (layers are a good idea).  No open-toed shoes or sandals are allowed on the site.   

· Most of us own a few tools.  Should we bring them with us?

DC Habitat provides all necessary tools, although you’re welcome to bring your own.
· What should we expect when we arrive at the site?

When you arrive, look for the volunteer coordinator.  You will sign in, get a safety briefing, and be assigned to a crew leader, who will instruct you in the day’s tasks.    

· Will we get to meet the person who will live in the house we’re building?

Homeowner candidates are required to put in 300 hours of “sweat equity” on their homes and their neighbors’, so they are often working on site.  However, most work full-time, so they are most likely to be there on Saturdays.  

WHAT’S NEXT?

· We had a fantastic experience, and now our group wants to continue to support DC Habitat.  What else can we do?

We can use your help in many ways!  Of course, we welcome groups to make donations or hold fundraisers.  We are also looking for groups to provide meals for our Saturday construction volunteers.  
· United Way/CFC Campaign Support - #8224!
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*Please bring this with you when you come to volunteer at the site. Do not mail/fax*

ADULT GENERAL LIABILITY RELEASE

Please read carefully.  This is a legal document which affects your legal rights.  If you have questions about this document, please consult an attorney. This form is for legal adults, 18 years and over.  Please request a Juvenile Liability Waiver for 16 & 17-year-old participants. Participants under 16 years old are strictly prohibited.


1. I, 
 (PRINT NAME CLEARLY), have voluntarily applied to participate in construction and other activities at locations in and around Washington, DC with Habitat for Humanity of Washington, D.C. (HFHDC). 

2.  RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY: I am aware that construction is a hazardous activity. I am freely and voluntarily participating in the activities of construction (“Activities”) — which includes, but is not limited to, the construction of buildings, loading and unloading materials, painting, finishing, framing, transportation to and from building sites, and other related activities — with knowledge of the danger involved.  I freely and voluntarily, without duress, release and forever discharge and hold harmless Habitat for Humanity of Washington, D.C. and its successors and assigns from any and all liability, claims, and demands of whatever kind or nature, either in law or in equity, that may arise or may hereafter arise from my Activities with Habitat for Humanity of Washington, D.C.   

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS RELEASE DISCHARGES DCHFH FROM ANY LIABILITY OR CLAIM THAT I MAY HAVE AGAINST DCHFH WITH RESPECT TO ANY BODILY INJURY, PERSONAL INJURY, ILLNESS, DEATH, OR PROPERTY DAMAGE THAT MAY RESULT FROM MY ACTIVITIES WITH DCHFH, WHETHER CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF DCHFH, ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES, OR AGENTS OR OTHERWISE.  I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT DCHFH DOES NOT ASSUME ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR OR OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OR OTHER ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO MEDICAL, HEALTH, OR DISABILITY INSURANCE IN THE EVENT OF INJURY OR ILLNESS.

I agree that this release is intended to be as broad and inclusive in its effect as permitted by the laws of the District of Columbia, and that this Release shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the District of Columbia. I hereby agree to accept any and all risks of injury, illness, or death and verify this statement by placing my initials here: 
3.  Medical Treatment.  I hereby release and forever discharge HFHDC from any claim whatsoever which arises or may hereafter arise on account of any first aid, treatment, or service rendered in connection with my Activities with HFHDC.  

4.  Assumption of the Risk.  I hereby expressly and specifically assume the risk of injury or harm in the Activities, including transportation to and from any HFHDC site, as well as the risk of any lost or stolen possessions.  I also hereby expressly release HFHDC from all liability for injury, illness, death, or property damage relating from such Activities.  

5.  Insurance. I understand that, except as otherwise agreed to by HFHDC in writing, HFHDC does not carry or maintain health, medical, or disability insurance coverage for any volunteer.  Each volunteer is expected and encouraged to obtain his or her own medical or health insurance coverage.
6.  As consideration for being permitted by HFHDC to participate in these Activities and use their tools and facilities, I hereby agree that I, my assignees, heirs, guardians, and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue, or attach the property of DCHFH, its directors, officers, agents, employees, suppliers, contractors or subcontractors, to any actions, claims, or demands that I, my assignees, heirs, guardians, and legal representatives now have or may hereafter have for injury or damage.

7.  I agree that in the event that any clause or provision of this Release shall be held to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such clause or provision shall not otherwise affect the remaining provisions of this Release which shall continue to be enforceable.   

8.  I have carefully read this assumption of risk and release of liability agreement and I fully understand its contents. I am aware that this document is a release of liability and a legal contract between HFHDC and myself and that it affects my legal rights. I am signing this document of my own free will.  I acknowledge, by placing my initials here, that I have had the opportunity to review this document and to seek legal advice if I have any questions:                    

MEDIA RELEASE

I, 
 (PRINT NAME CLEARLY),  hereby grant and convey unto DC Habitat for Humanity,  Habitat for Humanity International, and/or their sponsors, contractors or vendors, all right, title, and interest in any and all photographic images and video or audio recordings made of me by DC Habitat for Humanity,  Habitat for Humanity International, and/or their sponsors, contractors or vendors during my activities with DC Habitat for Humanity, including, but not limited to, any royalties, proceeds, or other benefits derived from such photographs or recordings.  I understand and agree that these media may appear in newsletters, videos, educational or promotional materials.


Signed: __________________________________________________ Date: _______________   DOB:____________
Address: _______________________________________City: ____________________State: ______ Zip:_________

Phone: _______________________________________   Email:___________________________________________
Volunteer Group (name of church, company, etc.):  _____________________________________________________
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Release of Liability for Juveniles

(for those under 18 years of age)

**all construction volunteers MUST be 16 or older**

Please read carefully.  This is a legal document which affects your legal rights.  If you have questions about this document, please consult an attorney.

1. I, _______________________(please print clearly), acknowledge that my son/daughter, _______________________(please print clearly), has voluntarily applied to participate in construction and other activities at locations in and around Washington, DC with Habitat for Humanity of Washington, D.C. (HFHDC).

2. I am aware that construction is a hazardous activity.  My son/daughter is voluntarily participating in the activities of construction—which includes, but is not limited to, the construction of buildings, loading and unloading materials, painting, finishing, framing, transportation to and from building sites, lost or stolen possessions, and other related activities—with knowledge of the danger involved.

This release is intended to be broad in its effect.  I hereby agree to accept any and all risks of injury, illness, or death to my son/daughter and verify this statement by placing my initials here:____.

3. As consideration for my son/daughter being permitted by HFHDC to participate in these activities and use their tools and facilities, I hereby agree that I, my assignees, heirs, guardians, and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue, or attach the property of HFHDC, its directors, officers, agents, employees, suppliers, contractors or subcontractors to any actions, claims, or demands that I , my assignees, heirs guardians and legal representatives now have or may hereafter have for injury or damage.

4. I have carefully read this assumption of risk and release of liability agreement and I fully understand its contents.  I am aware that is a release of liability and a legal contract between HFHDC and myself and that it affects my legal rights.  I am signing this document of my own free will.  I acknowledge that I have had the opportunity to review this document and to seek legal advice if I have any questions.

Media Release:

I, _______________________ agree to the use by Habitat for Humanity of Washington, D.C., Habitat for Humanity International, and/or their sponsors, contractors or vendors of photographs of my son/daughter while participating with DC Habitat for Humanity projects and events.  I understand and agree that these photographs may appear in newsletters, education or promotional materials.

Signed__________________________________
Date________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________ State:_____ Zip:________ Phone:______________________

Directions to 1850 Providence St. NE (Ivy City)

From Arlington VA area:

· Take I-395 N via the ramp to Washington (entering DC from Arlington, VA).  

· Take exit 6 for I-395 N/C St. SW toward D St. NW/U.S. Senate/U.S. Capital the House.

· Merge onto I-395 N (signs for d St. NW/New York Ave).

· Turn right at New York Ave NW

· Turn right at Fenwick St NE

· Turn right at Okie St NE

· You can park in the lot for the old Crummel School.  The entrance is directly across from Love Club, on the left hand side of the street. Please feel free to park in any open space. Proceed to the meeting area, located behind the house at 1850 Providence St. You can access it from the back entrance of the parking lot.
From Bethesda/Northwest DC:

· Head South on Wisconsin Avenue.

· Turn left at Van Ness St. NW, then a right at Connecticut Ave NW

· Turn left at Calvert St NW, Continue onto 18th St NW

· Turn left at U St NW, Continue onto Florida Ave NW

· Turn right at N Capitol St NW

· Take a slight right toward New York Ave NW

· Take first left onto New York Ave NW

· Turn right at Fenwick St NE

· Turn right at Okie St NE

· You can park in the lot for the old Crummel School.  The entrance is directly across from Love Club, on the left hand side of the street. Please feel free to park in any open space. Proceed to the meeting area, located at the corner of Central Place and Gallaudet St. You can access it from the back entrance of the parking lot.

From Southeast DC:

· Take 8th St. SE north and turn right at West Virginia Ave. NE.

· Turn left onto Fenwick St NE

· Turn left on Okie St NE and pull into the Crummel school parking on your left, directly across from Love Club.

· Proceed to the meeting area, located at the corner of Central Place and Gallaudet St. You can access it from the back entrance of the parking lot.

From MD/the Beltway:

· Take I-495 N/I-95 N.  

· Merge onto US-50 W toward Washington, entering DC.

· Turn left onto Fenwick St NE

· Turn right onto right onto Okie St NE and pull into the Crummel school parking lot on your left, directly across from Love Club. 

· Proceed to the meeting area, located at the corner of Central Place and Gallaudet St. You can access it from the back entrance of the parking lot.

By Bus:

· Bus lines: D1, D3, D4: Lines pick up near Dupont Circle, Farragut North, Farragut West, Metro Center, Judiciary Square and Union Station

· Bus lines: E2, E3: Lines pick up in Friendship Heights and run southeast along Military Road with a pick up at Fort Totten metro station.

· Get off at the stop along Fenwick St. NE between Gallaudet St. and Okie St.

· Proceed down Fenwick and take a right on Gallaudet St.  Take a left on Central Pl Ave. and you’ll see the entrance to the meeting area.

· PLEASE WALK IN PAIRS OR GROUPS IF POSSIBLE, TO AND FROM BUS STATIONS. 

Plot your own course:

If you’d like to use an internet site to get your directions, you can use the address: 1850 Providence St. Northeast, Washington, DC 20002.  Please note that the meeting area will be behind the homes at this address.









